
Math 

English Language Arts 

8th Grade Team 

Eighth grade has been working on linear equations, fractional equations, 

and using proportions to find missing sides of figures.  Following min-

lessons, students conference with one another to demonstrate proficien-

cy with the targeted concepts.   

Algebra 1 students have been exploring inequalities with word prob-

lems.   

 ELA classes are exploring nonfiction this month.  Students have analyzed various 

forms of the genre, using text features and structures.  Lessons have also included 

higher level punctuation and how to boost vocabulary using a thesaurus.  Students 

wrote memoirs, focused on small moments in their life that have had an impact.  

Our next writing assignment will be a nonfiction essay for an upcoming contest in 

the community.  Submissions will be due in January. 

   Greenwood Lake 

December 2016 

Between concerts and special events, the students and staff have had a busy month.  The 

student council hosted the first dance of the year and it was a hit!  Our Toys for Tots col-

lection boxes have been overflowing with generous donations.  December wrapped up 

with the chorus and band’s phenomenal performance at the winter concert.  Happy Holi-

days!   

Tis the Season... 

Science 
During the month of December,  lessons have focused on properties of matter and 

the elements of the Periodic Table  

In Living Environment, we are finishing up our work on cell study. The students 

presented their fabulous cell model projects.  



Students have been studying the Progressive Era.   Lessons have focused 

on corporations, industry, and  reforms  associated with this time period.  

Students applied their knowledge by composing “muckraker” articles 

and reflecting on a presidency of the era.  To finish out the month, student 

debated topics related to imperialism, including U.S. involvement in a war 

with Spain.   

The library is a fabulous place to get some ideas for the upcoming district wide K-8 S.T.E.A.M. Fair, which 

will be held on Thursday, January 26th from 6:00-7:00.  

Books are being displayed on the topics of Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Technology, all of 

the elements of our upcoming fair.  Additionally, our media 

center subscribes to a variety of databases to inspire stu-

dents to read up on each of these topics and explore ideas 

to present at the fair. Each homeroom has been given forms 

to register for this exciting event. It should be a fabulous 

evening! 

 

Go to the following link to download and print out a copy of the forms!  S.T.E.A.M. Fair Forms  

Social Studies 
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Spanish 
In the past weeks, we have been learning about how to order food and beverages for ourselves in a restau-

rant, and about the types of things we need, such as utensils, to set the table. Recently, 

we have touched base again with the important question, "What are you like?" This 

time, in addition to learning about our personality characteristics, we are learning 

about the basic physical features to describe ourselves or some one else.  

An important note: It is key for all students to continue to review their vocabulary and 

grammar concepts, as most of the vocabulary will be recycled throughout the year.  

Mas que todo, ¡disfruten las celebraciones y el descanso de invierno! ¡Feliz año nuevo!  

Library Media Center 

https://docs.google.com/a/gwlufsd.org/document/d/1wDHfNs9jnmnwPZmp8x_Ft5znd3X8aQbyZuk2W0n4FZI/edit?usp=sharing


The chorus has been busy with working on our Holiday concert literature.  The Holiday concert will be on De-

cember 20th at 7pm.  The chorus call time is 6:30 pm and stu-

dents should report to the multi-purpose room. 

 

 The Select Chorus will be performing at the Board of Educa-

tion meeting on December 14th at 6:30pm.  Select Chorus 

members are called at 6pm in the elementary school gymnasi-

um. Students are asked to wear black and white concert attire. 

 

The band has been rehearsing Holiday Concert literature for 

the upcoming concert on December 20th at 7 pm.  All band 

members are expected to arrive at 6:30pm dressed in concert Black and white attire. 

Art 
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PLTW 
Students have designed and are putting the final touches on their pull 

toys using vex pieces. The pull toys require students to build a chassis 

with 4 wheels that uses at least one of the mechanisms we previously 

learned about. The mechanism they choose has to make the toy have a 

playful illustration as it is pulled across the desk. Some illusions we 

have so far are a cow jumping over the moon, a bell jingling, several 

bells ringing, helicopter blades spinning and a mustache going up and 

down. Pictures to follow in next month's newsletter.  

Band and Chorus 

Below you will find a few of the amazing OP Art done by the 8th Graders  
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Cap & Gown 

This year’s Eighth grade Cap and Gown picture date is set for Friday, Jan. 27th, 2017 

during lunch/recess time. All students will have their Cap and Gown picture taken for 

the yearbook and photo packages can be purchased using a prepaid envelope that 

will be distributed at a later date  

 

 

 

Get your pictures in the yearbook! The Yearbook Staff invites students and parents to submit photos for 

the yearbook. If you've got great photos of school and community events or you and your friends just having 

fun, we'd like to see them.  

 

Here is how you can submit photos online: 

   • Go to: https://images.memoryebooks.com/login 

   • If it does not automatically log you into the site, enter username: 

407143591 

   • Browse to select the photo(s) you wish to upload. 

   • Enter information about the photo and provide contact infor-

mation in case the staff needs additional information. 

   • Click "Save Details". 

Yearbook 

Physical Education 
The eighth grade physical education classes enjoyed a unit on floor hockey this month.   

https://images.memoryebooks.com/407143591

